
Engl 380-1
Literary Theory

 (This syllabus is subject to change.)

Class Time: MW 1530-1645
Class Location: CCC 106
Instructor: Tomoko Kuribayashi, Ph.D.

Office: CCC 430

Phone: 346-4348 

E-mail: tkuribay@uwsp.edu

Office Hours: T&R 1400-1450, W 1430-1520 (not on 1/24, 2/14, 3/14, 4/11, or 5/9), and by appointment 
Course Description and Objectives

This course will introduce class members to a selection of readings on literary theory, mainly from the twentieth century.  By the end of the semester, each class member should have a good understanding of a variety of literary theories.  They should also be able to apply literary theories to their analyses of literary texts.

Textbooks
Adams, Hazard, and Leroy Searle.  Critical Theory since Plato.  Third Edition.  (Text Rental)

Rivkin, Julie, and Michael Ryan.  Literary Theory: An Anthology.  Second Edition.  (Text Rental)

Parker, Robert Dale.  How to Interpret Literature: Critical Theory for Literary and Cultural Studies.  Third Edition.   Oxford University Press, 2014.   (Purchase)

*Additional readings may be either e-mailed to you as PDF or provided as handouts.  
Major Assignments

1. D2L (and Possibly In-Class) Writing 





2. Mid-Term Paper
3. Final Essay (with a presentation) 
Final Grade Break-Down

D2L (and In-Class) Writing


20%

Mid-Term Paper


30%
Final Essay (including a presentation) 
50%




*Also see below about how attendance (or absence) may affect your final grade.  

Assessment Information and Responsibilities
Attendance

Attendance can directly affect the final grade for this course.  The first two absences are excused, but after that each absence will lower your final grade by half a letter grade unless the reason is given to and recognized as legitimate by the instructor.  For example, if you miss a total of four classes without legitimate reasons, your final grade will be a B at best; if you miss six classes altogether, your final grade will be a C at best.   It is your responsibility to keep up with assignments and changes made to the syllabus that are announced in class when you have been absent.    Coming late to class and leaving early will be considered partial absence.     

Class Participation

Active participation in class can improve your final grade for the course by up to 0.333 on the scale of 4.000.  

Reading Assignments

It is expected that you read the assigned chapters/sections from the textbooks along with other designated readings in advance for the class discussion.  Some topics and questions may be distributed in advance to help focus your reading of the pieces.             

D2L (and Possibly In-Class) Writing

You are expected to write approximately one double-spaced page on each class’s assigned reading(s) and submit it to the D2L drop box before the class meeting.  Occasionally, in-class writing, where you will be asked to write a paragraph on a question or two, may replace D2L writing.  About twenty-five sets are planned at this point.  The writing should show that you have read the piece(s) carefully and have considered its/their content in some depth.  The D2L and in-class writing submissions will be usually graded Pass/Fail (though partial credit may be given if appropriate), and will account for 20% of the final grade.    Some of your D2L and in-class writing can become the basis for your mid-term paper and/or final essay.   

Mid-Term Paper              
At nine weeks into the semester, you will be asked to write a three-page (double-spaced) paper (about 900 words).  At this point it is planned that your paper should apply literary theory to analysis of a creative work such as a poem, a short story/novel, or a play.  This paper should be based on some of the assigned theoretical readings.  This assignment will account for 30% of the final grade.   

Final Essay 

At this point a paper of at least 6 double-spaced pages (about 1800 words) in which you apply literary theories to analysis of a literary (i.e., creative) work of your choice is envisioned.  The assignment will be discussed in depth several weeks before the end of the semester, with a detailed description.    Some independent research will be required, and you will be asked to give a short class presentation of your plans for the final essay towards the end of the semester.   

Use of Electronic Devices

Cell phones and other electronic devices are not to be used during class unless they are directly related to the academic work in which the class is engaged.  For example, you may use a tablet to review readings assigned for class discussion and/or homework, but you should get explicit permission from the instructor in advance for such use.  If you are expecting a phone call or message related to an emergency while in class, you may let me know in advance and leave your cell phone on, but please take the call outside the room if/when it comes in.  If a cell phone or another type of electronic device is used for non-academic purposes in the classroom and it proves to be disruptive or otherwise problematic, the person using it may be asked to leave the room.  In general, it is expected that phones and other electronic devices should be turned off in the classroom unless they are used for explicitly academic purposes related to the ongoing class activities. 

English Department Policy on Recording of Classroom Activities 

Students may not make audio, video, or photographic recordings of lectures or other class activities without written permission from the instructor. Anyone violating this policy will be asked to turn off the device being used. Refusal to comply with the policy will result in the student being asked to leave the classroom, and possibly being reported to the Dean of Students.  
Bill of Rights and Responsibilities

For information on more general, campus-wide regulations, please go to the UWSP Community Bill of Rights and Responsibilities document (UW-Stevens Point Rights and Responsibilities Handbook) at http://www.uwsp.edu/dos/ Pages/Student-Conduct.aspx.  Information especially relevant to this course is presented in Chapter 14, which begins on page 11 of the document.

Tentative Schedule
*R & R refers to the rental by Rivkin and Ryan while A & S stands for Adams and Searle.    It is generally expected that you read the blurb on each author before or after you read the main piece.    Only the readings for the first few weeks are specified below.  The rest of the readings will be announced in class as well as on the news page of D2L.    
1/22
M
Introduction/Syllabus Review
1/24
W
Before New Criticism (Book X of Plato’s Republic [29-36] in A & S)

1/29
M
Before New Criticism (Tentatively, Horace [78-85] and Sydney [186-?] in A & S)

1/31
W
Before New Criticism (Tolstoy [757-69] and Pater [617-20] in A & S)

2/5
M
New Criticism (Parker 11-30; Eliot [806-10] in A & S)

2/7
W
New Criticism (Parker 30-42; Wimsatt and Beardsley [1026-34] in A & S)

2/12

M
Structuralism
(Parker 43-56; possibly Barthes [1255-58] in A & S)
2/14

W
Structuralism  (possibly Parker 65-74; Foucault [90-95] in R & R)

2/19
M
Deconstruction



2/21
W
Deconstruction
2/26 

M
Psychoanalysis



 

2/28
W
Psychoanalysis

3/5
M
Feminism

3/7
W
Feminism


3/12
M
Gender and Queer Studies

3/14
W
Gender and Queer Studies 

3/19
M
Marxism




3/21
W
Marxism (Mid-Term Paper Due)
<< Spring Break >>

4/2
M
Historicism and Cultural Studies

4/4
W
Historicism and Cultural Studies
4/9
M
Post-Colonialism and Race Studies

4/11
W
Post-Colonialism and Race Studies
4/16
M
Reader Response

4/18
W
Reader Response

4/23
M
Recent and Emerging Developments


4/25
W
Recent and Emerging Developments

4/30
M
TBA/Final Essay Presentations




5/2
W
Final Essay Presentations




5/7
M
Final Essay Presentations


5/9
W
Final Essay Presentations

5/18  
F  
Final Essay Due at 1300  

(If necessary, some final essay presentations will be scheduled during the final exam slot, 1230 to 1430, at which all class members’ attendance will be required.)
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